
























 

  

"WATCH" recently interviewed Aedas Global Design Principal Ken Wai for the iconic project of Guangzhou 

Nansha Binhai Garden Phase 12, and invited him to tender insights on future commercial complex trends. 

 

WATCH: How does this project respond to its surrounding environment? 

Ken Wai: Located on the Eastern end of Lingshan Island, Nansha District, the project has a 270-degree water-

facing view, overlooking the Nansha District Government across the river. There are many elements in the 

design that are intended to reflect the development’s surroundings. For instance, the outline of the 

architecture is traced by multiple geometric shapes by way of echoing with its environment; the undulating 

streaks on the building’s facade represent ocean waves. To let in maximum landscape, the tower angles are 

carefully calibrated so as to avoid direct confrontation; and the sweeping glass curtain wall is what wards off 

reflective sunlight by which the 270-degree water-facing view is afforded. 

WATCH: Will you tell us what sits at the heart of integrating commercial and architectural design? 

Ken Wai: Architectural design and commerce are complementary. Commerce manifests the rational function of 

architectural design while architectural design adds aesthetic value to commerce. The melding of the two 

results in a practical yet elegant solution.  

In this case, we used "Lingshan Wings" as a source of inspiration to balance the functional requirements of 

various business types. It is a singular design in that it conveys a pleasurable sight as much as it meets the 

needs of all parties involved. 

WATCH: As a leading design company in the industry, what do you think Aedas-designed urban complexes 

exemplify? 

Ken Wai: Amongst the panoply of urban complexes Aedas has created, you can find a through line; an element 

that anchors them, that is they mediate the relationship between the site and people around it. We 

understand architecture as the craft of toying with time and the elasticity of time. The Guangzhou Nansha 

Binhai project internalizes this notion in the sense that it is designed to endure the vicissitudes of life and stand 

as a witness to Nansha’s progressive development for centuries to come.  

 

 

 



 

  

WATCH: How would you define “design with temperature”? 

Ken Wai: The entry point into an architecture is through parsing its reading on the emotion thermometer 

because architectural design, is a process of walking the eternal tightrope between rationality and sensibility. 

In my vantage point, by virtue of its beneficiaries – human beings, a building’s temperature should by and large 

be warm. 

WATCH: What are some of the 2021 trends in commercial complex designs? 

Ken Wai: Needless to say, 2020 was a radically unusual year. Moving forward from lesson learnt, we should 

hone in on sustainable development of the city. In the process of designing a commercial complex, architects 

should bear in mind of its inextricable link with its environment. Instead of detaching notions of architecture 

and people, the building is supposed to serve, both figuratively and literally, the neighborhood, and allow 

dialogues to flow, unencumbered.  

Additional foreseeable trends: 

• Public space and social value prized and prioritised 

• Designs that are more humane 

• More diverse office space 
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