
















 

  

In January 2021, The Huafa Live Magazine interviewed Aedas Global Design Principal Dr. Andy Wen on the 

Hengqin International Financial Center (IFC) in Zhuhai. In this discussion, Dr. Wen looked back on the intention 

behind the design and his unique read on IFC’s positioning." 

The Huafa Live (THL): The design of the property is inspired by the famous painting ‘Nine Dragons’, dating from 

the Southern Song Dynasty. Will you tell us more about the relationship between the two? 

Andy: In Chinese classical literature mythologies, the dragon is endowed with the power to invoke wind and 

rain. The design seeks to translate this omnipotent power into architectural language: as the tower ascends 

from the ground up in a spiraling fashion, the Chinese flood dragon myth becomes a metaphor for the dignity 

and grandeur of the region. 

THL: How did you apply this inspiration to practical elements of the design? 

Andy:  The podium outline is winding to reify the dragon's circling, and create an imposing stature that echoes 

with the sea. The design also avails itself of the geographical advantage - a site sandwiched between mountains 

and water, to construct a grounded development.  

THL: From a distance, the main tower looks like four dragons rising from the podium. Is there any implication to 

this optical illusion? 

Andy:  We want to create the visual of four towers merging into one as a way to symbolize the converging of 

talents at this new metropolis. 

THL: IFC integrates multiple operating formats such as commerce, office and apartment. How does the design 

address the transitions between architectural formats and shapes? 

Andy: The placement of the complex tower is unconventional insofar as it skirts the traditional approach of 

placing them on opposite ends of the commercial podium. To harmonise the disparate forms the tower and 

podium assume, we took the vertical element, extended it from the junction to the tower exterior and all the 

way to the podium roof. As we go up the floors, the plane is contorted into a U-shaped hotel apartment 

dimension.  In addition, Aedas design team broke down the curtain wall into smaller units using digital 

parametric technology to achieve smooth curve transition.  

 

 

 



 

  

THL: The IFC you designed is currently the tallest building in Zhuhai. There must have been challenges in the 

design and construction process. How is the question of safety factored into the design? 

Andy: Due to the long typhoon season in Zhuhai, the building adopts a streamlined shape to reduce wind load 

on the tower; the building and podium’s orientations are calculated so as to effectively reduce wind resistance 

and ensure safety. 

 

THL: How do you balance practical concerns, such as safety, and design aesthetics? 

Andy:  In the transition area between the podium and the tower, the louver angles are adjusted so that the 

facade lines are given depth and natural circulation.  Plate glasses are combined with cylindrically curved glass 

to present a 3-dimentional contour. These are cases that illustrate the possibility of achieving high-precision 

design without compromising beauty. 

THL: What are the unique considerations involved in designing high-rise buildings that are above 300 meters? 

Andy: When the levels and height of a building reach a certain degree, its functional feasibility, technicality and 

economic viability have to be deliberated. Apropos of functional requirements, it is imperative to standardize 

the multi-layered building layout for the benefit of cohering with the technical conditions the main structure, 

equipment pipelines, wire zoning and fire evacuation demand. I’d like to add the design ought not to elide the 

effects of an architectural body at such large scale on the city and its communities.  

THL: What is the difference between Zhuhai IFC and IFC in other cities? 

Andy: With its unique location advantages, Hengqin is regarded as an important engine driving the Greater Bay 

Area’s development. Zhuhai IFC's special economic position not only represents the city’s potential, but 

exemplifies the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area role in the country’s overall economic status. 

In essence, Zhuhai IFC marshals a totemic power in this thriving region. 
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