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Aedas Director Mei Jia: TOD — The Model Leading the Development of
Chinese Cities

At the 2021 Product System Annual Conference of Vanke Northwest Region, Aedas Director Mei
Jia presented a keynote speech titled “TOD — The Model Leading the Development of Chinese
Cities,” in which Aedas’ insights and experience on the urbanisation of China are discussed.

"The scope of TOD extends beyond the construction of high-density, mixed-use bus and rail
network, it builds a dynamic people-centric environment by connecting them with the
surroundings and with the urban fabric. Hence, the TOD model is the most effective land-use
model that will lead the sustainable development of Chinese cities.” By taking Aedas’ involvement
in Hong Kong West Kowloon Station, ChengduTianfu New Station, and Metro Land - Lanshan in
Beijing as case studies, Mei Jia explored the ways in which TOD is suitable for Chinese cities.
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The TOD concept is not just manifested in design innovation, but also in the exploration of new
institutional mechanisms. Case in point is the China TOD Urban Development Project of the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), where Aedas participated in the pilot projects in Beijing and Shenzhen.
A departure from previous planning experience, Aedas and the government management
departments work together at the high policy level to promote the integration of TOD concepts into
future urban development plans, and to realise Chinese-style TOD in the new era.



