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CREATING NON-FICTION

Ignacio Gomez
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Modern Weekly Interviews with Ignacio Gomez: Creating Non-

Fiction

Recently, Modern Weekly published a profile of Aedas Global Design Principal, Ignacio Gomez, plumbing the
depths of his mind on professional insights. Ignacio has more than 17 years of architectural design experience
and he is now chiefly overseeing business in the Middle East.

Inspired by the Ghaf tree, the ENOC Future Mobility Station at Dubai Expo received accolades from the 2020
Design Middle East Awards, namely the Sustainable Project of the Year and Innovation in Design Award. The
main designer of this project, Aedas Global Design Principal Ignacio Gomez, was included in the ‘Creative 30
Powerlist” by Design Middle East. When granted Architect of the Year in 2019 at the Design Middle East
Awards, Ignacio has earned the reputation as one of the most prominent architect in the region.

“I think the essence of architecture is creating fictional narratives.” Ignacio is of the persuasion that architects
must be able to create non-fiction from fiction, and cement their designs in the social imagination, which is to
say to transmogrify them into a kind of fable or myth. “For example, if you look at some buildings in the past,
the source has become less important and even disappeared. What's more important is the story, the way the
building or the city survives in the collective memory. In recent years, architects have forgotten this. They pay
more attention to rational analysis or technology, and become more engineering-oriented. They forget that
architecture also has cultural connotations, that is, its impact on society.

For many centuries, architects have monopolized the creation of physical spaces, but today, architects are
competing with multiple alternatives, namely digital spaces. The physical space has become fluid and
boundless. "As architects, we must cogitate on this transformation. The importance of physical space is
decreasing," Ignacio said. “The pandemic has pushed people to question all preconceptions about how to live
and interact.”

Architects should consider the impact of the social changes brought about by this crisis on project types and
purposes. Ignacio believes that we are inching toward alternative uses of shopping malls and commercial
buildings. Architects should improve our space and provide better experiences, encouraging people to go
explore out of their homes, away from media distractions.
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